
LITTLE ROCK CITY BEAUTIFUL COMMISSION 
2008 Planning Retreat: Minutes 

January 27, 2008 

 
 
AGENDA         
Facilitator:  Julie C. Robbins/MHP 
 
Location:  Mangan Holcomb Partners (MHP) Office, Riverdale  
 
Present:  Jennie Cole, Steve Homeyer, Walter Jennings, Debra Redding, 

Kay Tatum, Lynn Warren, Jessica Watts, and City Staff Christy 
Marvel  

 
Absent: John Beneke 
 City Staff: Tony Bozynski & Dana Carney 
 
 
Lunch/Introductions   11:00-12:15 
Box Lunches from the Community Bakery 
 
Introductions
Chair Homeyer asked for each Commissioner to answer the following questions as a 
way of getting to know each other and learn about each other’s perspectives: 
 

1. Name 
2. Occupation 
3. Favorite outdoor childhood memory 
4. Why you applied to the City Beautiful Commission 
5. What you would like to see the City Beautiful Commission do 

 
The answers for questions #4 & #5 above included:  
 
To help review and enforce the Landscape Ordinance as main focus, to promote sustainable 
development, to promote/enhance the city’s beauty, to do some environmental improvement 
projects, to focus on projects that relate to the duties of CBC, and to provide their 
profession’s perspective on the Commission (a wide range of professions are represented: 
Landscape Contractor, Landscape Architecture, Business, Development/Real 
estate/Interior design, Master Gardening, Architecture, Urban Planning, 
Civil/Environmental Engineering, Retirement/previous School association, governmental 
associations) 

 
Review 
Chair Homeyer reviewed, for the benefit of the new commissioners, the Mission, Goal, 
Duties, and Slogan created during the 2007 Planning Retreat.  See Attachment A. 
 
By Laws – Revised 
Chair Homeyer noted that the By Laws have now been revised.  It was questioned if 
these were uploaded to the website.  Commissioner Warren stated that for various 
reasons that they have not been.  Discussion occurred on the pros and cons of 
posting the By Laws on the website.  The discussion included that the posted By Laws 
would give future commissioner candidates more information about the organization 
when deciding whether to apply.  A motion to post the By Laws on the website was 
proposed by Commissioner Warren and seconded by Chair Homeyer.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
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Comparison of CBC and KLRB
A discussion of the differences between CBC and KLRB was introduced for the 
benefit of the new commissioners.  See Attachment B for a full list – composed in 
2007 Retreat. 
 
Discussions       12:15 -  2:00 
Past Projects / Future Projects / Landscape Ordinance/Outgoing Member Awards  
 
Past Projects 
Commissioner Warren gave a synopsis of the following past projects undertaken by 
CBC (as discussed as the 2007 retreat): 
 
 Miss CBC Pageant 1950s 
 Bell Tower by Zoo 1977 
 Belvedere Pavilion in Riverfront Park 1986 
 City Flag design contest 1988 
 Pretty & Clean Neighborhood program 1990s? 
 Arbor Day skit during school children’s city arbor day event 2001-2003 
 Adopt-A-Street – Bowman Road 2002 
 Adopt-A-Street billboard partnership with Lamar Advertising  2002-04 
 Bowman Bus Stop Tree Planting 2004 
 Ark. Flower & Garden Show 2006  (handout KArB stuff), 2007 invite KLRB to share booth 
 Pocket cigarette Ashtrays 2006 
 City Hall Back Garden 2007 

 
Future Projects Discussed  
Commissioner Warren gave a synopsis of the following potential and ongoing future 
projects: 
 
 Capitol Avenue Gateway: 
 CBC Spring Celebration: 
 Pocket Ashtrays Giveaway: “Stowe it, don’t throw it”  
 Pocket Ashtrays Giveaway: 
 City Hall Back Garden: * 
 Access/interpretation of “La Petit Roche”, city namesake rock formation on the Arkansas River:  
 Tree plantings along the scenic corridor of I-630: * 

 
Landscape Ordinance (LO) – Revisions / Recommendations 
Since John Beneke, who agreed to chair the LO in 2007, was not present at the 
retreat, Chair Homeyer suggested that CBC needed to form an AD Hoc committee to 
finalize the revisions.  There was discussion on whether to include past 
commissioners in the committee.  This idea was thrown out due to the problem with 
FOI and public involvement.  It was suggested that current commissioners could 
request comments from past commissioners, but they would not be present during 
committee discussions. 
 
Concerns about Ordinance: 
 Runoff 
 Tree Preservation* 
 Parking 
 Subdivisions 

 
Discussion on a long-term goal of having a workshop to educate developers etc. 
about ordinance requirements was initiated by Christy.  She sees that once the LO 
has been revised that this would be a good way to get the design and maintenance 
industry in line with the LO expectations. 
 
Questions about the current ordinance followed and were tabled for a later date.   
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Landscape Ordinance Action Items:
 
Meeting Date Wednesday, January 30, 2008 – 9 am at P & D conference room 
The committee to finalize the revisions to the Landscape Ordinance consists of: 
 Lynn Warren – Chair 
 Steve Homeyer 
 Walter Jennings 
 Jessica Watts 
 Christy Marvel (City Staff) 

 
Presentation / Awards to Outgoing Members 
Date still to be determined 
 
Action Plan 2008 2:00 - 4:00 
Garden Show / Action Plan 
 
2008 Garden Show CBC booth schedule: Signups/logistics 
CBC Coordinator: Debra 
 
 Commissioners filled in time slots, few remaining open slots, Commissioner Beneke needs to sign up. 

  
 Debra mentioned that paperwork for the booth had been filled out and sent to City Staff, but check 

had yet to be written and sent in.  It was noted that although the deadline has passed, Debra has 
verified that it is NOT too late to get a booth.  The booth is now $25 more.   

 
 CBC Logo Shirts should be available in time, for new members/Steve will let people know 

 
 Theme to promote CBC Slogan: “City of Roses” 

 
 Garden Show Ad – It was decided that this would not be a good use of CBC resources 

 
 Steve and Walter agreed to set up the booth on Thursday and teardown the booth on Sunday. 

 
Garden Show Action Items: 
 
Lynn/Steve 

1. Will follow up with City on check and application for booth to verify that it has been 
sent. 

Debra 
1. Check with Garden Show to let them know it is coming and to reserve a booth. 

Jessica 
1. Get Wooden Bowl (from Husband) for use at booth and as a give-away 
2. CBC Historical collage poster 
3. Create Coupon 
4. Create “Donated by” signage 
5. Create CBC website info (business card size) 
6. Provide Laptop to display CBC website 

Lynn 
1. Call Pam (assistant) for donation of P. Allen Smith Book (On Roses) – 3 minimum. 
2. Contact Tipton Hurst for Rose Centerpiece for Booth & Coupon participation (20%) 
3. Create / find FAQ / How To on Planting Rose Bushes 

Christy 
1. Get Banners to Booth (Debra) 

Steve 
1. Contact area nurseries for discount coupon acceptance for rose bush 
2. Eye of the Beholder signs 
3. Landscape Award signs 
4. Solicit rose bushes for give away and possible use during rose bush planting 

demonstration 
Kay 

1. Create partnership with Master Gardeners and Rose Society for Demonstration 
Walter 

1. Contact Garden Show staff and discuss possibility of Demonstration 
2. Contact Garden Show staff and arrange Garden Show badges for each commissioner 
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Define 2008 CBC Action Plan: Person Responsible / Notes 
Tentative 2008 Officers: Chair-Steve Homeyer, Vice-Chair-_________, Treasurer-Debra 
Redding 
  
 TASK PERSON    

1. KLRB  Walter/(Jessica/John)   
Walter will take over KLRB board position from Jessica.  Jessica will serve as representative in 
case Walter is unable to attend the meeting.  

 
2. Marketing: Website, Flyer/brochure  John/Lynn  

John has agreed to take over the website hosting.  If Lynn is reinstated then she will take back 
responsibilities. 
 

3. Garden Show Debra 
 

4. Ordinance Revision Lynn 
Ad Hoc Committee Formed: Lynn, Walter, Jessica, Steve, and Christy 

 
5. EOB Awards Debra/Steve   

 
6. Landscape Awards Jennie/Steve  

 
7. Adopt-A-Street Pickup Coordinator Jessica 

Steve currently has a lot of the equipment – will get to Jessica by next CBC meeting 
 

8. 2009 Retreat 2009 Chair 
 

Future Projects 
 

9. Scenic I-630 Corridor Tree Planting Christy/Jessica/Walter  
 

10. City Hall back garden Steve/Lynn 
 

11. Networking/partnerships/BOD All 
 
Activities (current & proposed): Brainstorming 
 
 Environmental direction and recommendation to City and BOD 
 Strengthen relationship with BJ Wyrick 
 Enhance the reputation / image of CBC with BOD and City Administration 

 Ribbon Cutting and media relations for City Hall Garden 
• Install Plaque 

 Educate public about CBC 
• Post By Laws on website 
• CBC display creation 

• City Hall 
• Local Library 
• Permanent 

 Zoo Bicentenial 
• Plaque at Bell Tower & Belvedere Pavilion recognizing CBC contribution 

 Emphasis on beautification of historic district 
 MacArthur Park Master Plan (Downtown Partnership) 

 Tree Streets Partnership 
 Brand “City of Roses” Slogan 

 Give coupons for rose bushes to visitors at Garden Booth 
 Rose Fact Sheet – Garden Booth & Online / CBC Website 

 Strategic Partnership with KLRB 
 Spring Event Cleanup 

 Grant Opportunities 
 Urban Forestry (City Enact) Tree Planting 

 Law enforcement officer award for LRPD 
 Strategic partnership with KAB 

 Annual Planning Retreat 
 January or February 2009 
 Evening from 3:00 until 7:00 
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 Potential projects 

 Capital Avenue Gateway at other end by I-30  
 Earth Day Event 

•  Using $1,000 from C of C 
•  Mini Clinic on planting trees etc. 

 Trees along the I-630  
 Giveaways – Rose bushes, trees 
 Mayor’s Median Project 

• Include Central Library Downtown Median 
• I-630 
• I-430 

 Participate in Flower / Garden Show 2009 (4th Year) Continue Rose Theme 
 Recommendations to BOD 

 Updates on CBC projects 
 Promote environmental policies/recommendations 
 Rotating BOD Meeting visit scheduled meetings – 1st and 3rd Tues of each month. 

 
Announcements                    4:00 

 Next Meeting – Thursday, February  7th 
 Garden Show –February 22nd 
 Litter Pickup – Saturday, March 8th 

 
Adjournment                        4:00 

    Minutes respectively submitted by Jessica Watts (via email: 1/28/08) 
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