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What Is
CITY BEAUTIFUL?

[t is more than a commission, more than a contest, more than
a project. It is thousands of people working together to make
their city a better, more attractive place in which to live,

City Beautiful is national in scope. The movement came to
Little Rock-in 1941, and was set up through the efforts of then-
Mayor Sam Wassell.

The City Beautiful Commission, whose members are appointed
by the Mayor, directs the plans and activities to beautify the capital
city. Mrs. Roy Alexander is chairman of the Commission. W. K,
Amo, director of parks and recreation for the City of Little Rock,
serves as secretary. ‘

The Commission’s work is climaxed in the spring with the se-
lection of “Miss City Beautiful” and with an annual Clean Up-
Fix Up-Paint Up Week. This year for the first time all of the ac-
tivities are being staged as integral parts of the over-all “Spring
Festival”.

Our reigning Miss City Beautiful is Miss Marietta Myer. Her
princesses are Miss Barbara Barnes, Miss Toppy Cameron, Miss
Marion Moore and Miss Becky Richardson. These five beautiful
ambassadors of our city were awarded an expense-paid trip to
Washington, D. C., last summer.

More than 300 organizations participated in the clean-up cam-
paign last year. Among them were the Chamber of Commerce,
the Women’s Chamber of Commerce, the Junior Chamber of Com-
merce, the YBMA, the Jaycees Auxiliary, the Fire Department,
Health Department, Parks and Recreation Department, Sanitation
Department, Street Department, and the Greater Little Rock Coun-
cil of Garden Clubs. During the two weeks set aside for the clean-
up, almost 500 truckloads of trash were hauled away; more than
2,000 vacant lots were cleaned and weeds cut from them; and more
than 2,000 alleys were cleaned and repaired.

The City Beautiful Commission has adopted as a major lons-
range project the beautification of La Harpe Boulevard. Con-
trolled beautification is important, not only for eye-appeal but for
safety. Trees and shrubs carefully distributed on this drive will
reduce glare and eliminate haphazard plantings that create blind
spots. The present plan calls for the City Beautiful Commission
to have control of landscaping of the expressway facing the Ar-
kansas River. Only through such control can duplication and con-
flict between Interested organizations be avoided. The responsible
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organizations in the city have indicated their acceptance of this
plan.

The Commission also plans to develop the property between
Main and Scott streets north of La Harpe Boulevard. This land
was given to the Commission for development in 1948 by the City
Council.

Another major project that the Commission conducts annually
is the Christmas Decoration Contest and the community Christmas
tree in front of Robinson Auditorium.

The success of City Beautiful depends upon the cooperation
the Commission has from schools, churches, civic organizations, and
the people of Little Rock.

Help Keep Little Rock Beautiful Help Keep Little Rock Beautiful
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